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Alwar

Barmer

Location for Project Green Thar

Alwar & Barmer, Rajasthan

Rajasthan, India’s largest state also houses the
biggest desert of India – the Thar Desert. A
state with an arid climate, sparse vegetation,
and a near absence of groundwater, gave us
an opportunity to take up the challenge of
turning Rajasthan lush green with trees.

One of India’s top states in animal husbandry
and livestock management, the inhabitants of
Rajasthan recognize the importance of native
tree species, fodder trees, and trees as
sources of shade and additional incomes.

Agroforestry has been hailed as one of the top
solutions to climate change in Rajasthan. By
growing trees alongside crops, the farmers of
Rajasthan are boosting incomes while saving
the environment.
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Project Green Thar was initiated in the year 2014-2015 with a mission to
introduce agroforestry in the districts of Alwar and Barmer that suffer from
extreme water scarcity.

In recent decades, the groundwater levels in the regions have gone down
significantly. In addition, the water salinity has increased tremendously due
to the over-drawing from bore wells and tube wells. As a result, the farmers
of the area have not been able to produce even two crops a year, leading to
more and more barren lands.

To help the farmers secure a stable income, SankalpTaru Foundation
introduced ‘Project Green Thar’ to restore the barren lands of Alwar and
Barmer into fruit orchards, which would require significantly less water and
upkeep compared to seasonal crops.
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The scarcity of water resources and the poor soil
quality prevent the growth of many fruit trees in the
regions.

Farmers in the state were also apprehensive to leave
their legacy of agricultural production in favour of
agroforestry and horticulture.

The trials and errors of fruit varieties to survive the
harsh climatic conditions and water deficiency due to
the depleting ground water resources also posed a
challenge to the team.
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For a region dependent on monsoons for agriculture,
convincing the farmers to invest and switch to ‘MicroDrip Irrigation’ was a challenge.

The uncertain weather patterns and rainfall poses a
constant challenge for the team as it influences the
survival of the saplings.

Similarly, market fluctuations in fruit prices and their
daily production has also posed a challenge for the team
to convince farmers to take up agroforestry.
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Today, Project Green Thar has come a long way since its
launch because of the trees you donated.

A total of 3800 trees have been planted till date and the
farmer beneficiaries have seen an increase in their income.
There has also been an increase in the green patches in the
simulated districts.

SankalpTaru Foundation’s vision of agroforestry that entails
mixing and balancing of traditional cropping techniques with
horticulture is shielding farmers from the risks around
weather uncertainty and also boosting their livelihoods.
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IMPACT IN 2020
Number of trees planted

3800

Number of beneficiaries impacted

10

Survival rate

99%

Seeing the success of many early mover farmers, new farmers are now showing
an interest to be a part of the program.
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The environmental and social impact of 3800 trees planted by green patrons like you:

Oxygen Produced
14,32,398.96 kgs

Carbon Dioxide Sequestered
7,47,338.59 kgs

Fruit Production
1,27,665 kg/season

Total increase in groundwater depth
23.56 feet

Economic Value for Farmers
Rs. 31,20,600/- per season

* The above data has been given for 3800 trees planted under Rural Livelihood Support Program in
Rajasthan for 20 years.
* After 3 years, the average fruit produced from one tree in one season is taken to be 58 kgs.
* The average cost of fruits is taken to be 25 INR.
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Read what Hassi Devi, a women farmer
from Budiwada, Rajasthan has to say
about the fruit-bearing saplings planted on
her land in 2018.
“SankalpTaru Foundation planted 100
Pomegranate saplings on our land 2 years
ago, and today the trees have matured
into healthy trees. The trees have begun
fruiting and have already given produce for
one season. We are very happy with the
produce as the remuneration has been
good in the market. We thank SankalpTaru
Foundation and their donors for expanding
their operations in our village Budiwada
under Project Green Thar."
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With your continued support and trust, we
are sure that this green journey won’t stop
here. The Foundation aims to progress the
project by increasing the
number of
beneficiaries and show them a sustainable
way of earning their livelihood.

We have received requests from the farmers
for the extension of the project to their
areas and to help them become climate
resilient. Certainly, it would be a delight to
watch your contributions mitigating the risks
of crop failures by planting fruit-bearing
trees on the lands of farmers.
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Plant more trees in Rajasthan under

PROJECT GREEN THAR
https://sankalptaru.org/project-green-thar/

Website: www.sankalptaru.org
Email Id: wishy@sankalptaru.org

Follow us on:-

